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STUDENT-ATHLETE CODE OF CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE POLICY
2023-2024
Purpose: The Student-Athlete Code of Conduct and Discipline Policy underscores the Athletics Departments commitment to citizenship.  
Scope: This policy is designed to provide a clear statement of sanctions for inappropriate conduct by student-athletes in the areas of:
· Policy
· On campus violations
· Off campus violations
· Felony arrest, charge, conviction, or plea of no contest   
· Other Student-Athlete Responsibilities

Policy: The Seward County Community College Athletics Department believes that participation in intercollegiate athletics is a privilege, not a right.  The opportunity to represent Seward County in athletic competition is one that must be respected.  In addition, the behavior and conduct of our student-athletes, as well as the Athletics Departments response to inappropriate behavior, contributes to the public’s image and impression of Seward County Community College.  The Athletics Department has an obligation to uphold the integrity and values of Seward County Community College.  The policy can be found at www.sewardsaints.com. 
The student-athlete shall receive a written notice confirming any and all disciplinary sanctions imposed pursuant to this policy. Team or Department sanctions may be imposed in advance of any campus disciplinary and/or criminal actions. Departmental Sanctions may include, but are not limited to; verbal reprimand, written reprimand, suspension from team, and dismissal from the team.  In addition, SCCC may impose further sanctions including probation/suspension, cancellation of financial aid, and/or expulsion.
This policy does not cover individual team rules as established by the Head Coach of each sport. The Head Coach, in conjunction with the Director of Athletics, will develop team rules and policies that promote Seward County Community College student-athletes as positive role models within our academic and athletic communities.  Discipline handed down by Head Coaches may be more severe than those outlined in this policy.  At no time does a student ever have a right to be on the team or to playing time.  The Head Coach for each program will determine all playing time and participation within their team.
For the purpose of this code of conduct, suspension from the team means that the student-athlete may not represent the team at school organized events or compete or travel with any of the Athletic Department teams.  However, suspended student-athletes may, with the approval of the Head Coach and Athletic Director, attend team meetings, retain privileges with the Athletic Training Room, and use of Weight Training as outlined by team rules.  In addition, suspended students are expected to attend all practices unless otherwise directed by the Head Coach.
Exceptions to any of these terms may be made by the Director of Athletics or his/her designee.

ON CAMPUS VIOLATIONS
1. Alcohol violation
· A student-athlete receiving an alcohol violation will face disciplinary measures at the discretion of his/her Head Coach.    
· A student-athlete receiving a second alcohol violation will be suspended for their teams next 2 games/matches. 
· A student-athlete receiving a third alcohol violation during the same academic year may be removed from the team.  It will be at the discretion of the Athletic Director to whether the penalty will carry over to the next season if the violation occurs during the offseason.  
2. Drug violation
· A student-athlete receiving a drug violation will be suspended for their team’s next 2 games/matches. This penalty will carry over to the next season if the violation occurs during the offseason.   
· A student-athlete receiving a second drug violation during the same academic year will be removed from the team.  It will be at the discretion of the Athletic Director to whether the penalty will carry over to the next season if the violation occurs during the offseason.  
· If a student-athlete is removed from the SCCC Student Living Center because of a drug violation, no member of the Athletics Department staff will provide assistance to the student-athlete in finding further housing arrangements.  
· If a student-athlete is removed from the SCCC Student Living Center because of a drug violation, no member of the Athletics Department staff will provide transportation for the student-athlete to/from school.  
· Students are subject to random institutional drug testing. If a student-athlete tests positive, and denies use, the student-athlete may request a confirmation test to be performed by a local drug testing company at their site within 24 hours of initial positive drug test result from the athletic director. The cost of this test will be the student-athlete’s responsibility. Should a student wish to file an appeal after completing a confirmation test with an external agency, a student may follow the College Student Review Committee Process/Procedures as outlined in the Student Code of Conduct.
	3. Physical altercations
· A student-athlete whom is involved in, in the discretion of the Appeals Committee, instigating a physical altercation, will be suspended for their teams next 2 games/matches.  This penalty will carry over to the next season if the violation occurs during the offseason.
· A student-athlete whom is involved in, in the discretion of the Appeals Committee, instigating a physical altercation for a second time in the same academic year, will be removed from the team. It will be at the discretion of the Head Coach to whether the penalty will carry over to the next season if the violation occurs during the offseason.  
· If a student-athlete is removed from the SCCC Student Living Center because of a physical altercation, no member of the Athletics Department staff will provide assistance to the student-athlete in finding further housing arrangements.  
· If a student-athlete is removed from the SCCC Student Living Center because of a physical altercation, no member of the Athletics Department staff will provide transportation for the student-athlete to/from school. 
	4. Sexual assault
· A student-athlete whom is under investigation by local authorities for sexual assault will be suspended from all team activities until an internal investigation is complete.  A student-athlete may be suspended further by the Athletic Director depending on legal review.
· A student-athlete whom is convicted of sexual assault will be immediately removed from the team.  
	5. Academic dishonesty
· A student-athlete that is found to have been academically dishonest may be suspended for their teams next 2 games/matches. This penalty will carry over to the next season if the violation occurs during the offseason.
· A student that is found to have been academically dishonest for a second time during the season academic year will be removed from the team.  It will be at the discretion of the Head Coach to whether the penalty will carry over to the next season if the violation occurs during the offseason.  
	6. Miscellaneous
· All other incidents involving a student-athletes misconduct will be reviewed by the Athletics Director, the Head Coach, and if warranted, the school President to determine proper disciplinary actions.  
OFF CAMPUS VIOLATIONS
1. Alcohol citation
· A student-athlete cited with a ticket for underage alcohol possession will face disciplinary measures at the discretion of his/her Head Coach.    
· A student-athlete cited with a ticket for underage alcohol possession for a second time will be suspended for their teams next 2 games/matches. 
· A student-athlete cited with a ticket for underage alcohol possession for a third time during the same academic year will be removed from the team.  It will be at the discretion of the Head Coach to whether the penalty will carry over to the next season if the violation occurs during the offseason.  

2. Drug citation
· A student-athlete receiving misdemeanor citation for drug possession will be suspended for their team’s next 2 games/matches. 	This penalty will carry over to the next season if the violation occurs during the offseason.   			
· A student-athlete receiving a second misdemeanor drug citation during the same academic year will be removed from the team.  It will be at the discretion of the Head Coach to whether the penalty will carry over to the next season if the violation occurs during the offseason.  
· If a student-athlete is removed from the SCCC Student Living Center because of a drug citation, no member of the Athletics Department staff will provide assistance to the student-athlete in finding further housing arrangements.  
· If a student-athlete is removed from the SCCC Student Living Center because of a drug citation, no member of the Athletics Department staff will provide transportation for the student-athlete to/from school.  

3. Assault citation
· A student-athlete receiving a misdemeanor citation for assault will be suspended for their teams next 2 games/matches.  This penalty will carry over to the next season if the violation occurs during the offseason.
· A student-athlete receiving a second misdemeanor citation for assault in the same academic year, will be removed from the team.  It will be at the discretion of the Head Coach to whether the penalty will carry over to the next season if the violation occurs during the offseason.  
· If a student-athlete is removed from the SCCC Student Living Center because of an assault citation, no member of the Athletics Department staff will provide assistance to the student-athlete in finding further housing arrangements.  
· If a student-athlete is removed from the SCCC Student Living Center because of an assault citation, no member of the Athletics Department staff will provide transportation for the student-athlete to/from school.  
4. Sexual assault
· A student-athlete whom is under investigation by local authorities for sexual assault will be suspended from all team activities until an internal investigation is complete.  A student-athlete may be suspended further by the Athletic Director depending on legal review.
· A student-athlete whom is convicted of sexual assault will be immediately removed from the team.  

5. Miscellaneous
· Any incident that negatively affects the perception of Seward County Community College, any of its employees/students, or any other external stakeholders will be reviewed by the Athletics Director.
· All other incidents involving a student-athletes misconduct will be reviewed by the Athletics Director, the Head Coach, and if warranted, the school President to determine proper disciplinary actions.  


	FELONY ARREST, CHARGE, CONVICTION OR PLEA OF NO CONTEST    
1. Student-Athletes are required to notify their Head Coach of their arrest immediately upon release.  Failure to report any arrest will result in further discipline.
2. Per NJCAA regulations, no employee of Seward County Community College, including volunteer coaches, may provide bail money to a student-athlete.
3. A student-athlete arrested and/or charged for/with a felony offence will be suspended until the completion of the legal investigation on the case.  
4. A student-athlete convicted of a felony offence will be immediately removed from the team with no chance of reinstatement.  
	STUDENT-ATHLETE RESPONSIBILITY    
A student-athlete is responsible for notifying their Head Coach of any and all current or prior violations and/or citations listed on this document within 12 hours of the offence.  Failure to do so will result in the doubling of any forthcoming suspension.  
	APPEAL PROCEDURE 
Seward County Community College respects its students right of due process and therefore any student-athlete sanctioned under these procedures may appeal within 5 business days of the date of the notice confirming the disciplinary sanctions. The appeal should be made in writing to the Director of Athletics.  SCCC will follow its Student Right of Due Process policy listed in the student handbook after notice of appeal.  The decision of the Judicial Board will be final
SOCIAL MEDIA
Seward County Community College Student-Athletes always represent the college, including online.  Any interaction, including retweeting, liking, or sharing content that negatively impacts the perception of the student, their teammates, or SCCC in general will be a violation of the Code of Conduct. The Assistant Athletic Director of Communications will provide educational resources regarding proper etiquette online.
CONDUCT WHILE NOT AT SEWARD COUNTY
Any Student-Athlete that is signed or is returning to Seward County Community College is responsible for upholding all policies of the Code of Conduct during breaks including Spring, Summer, and Winter breaks.  Any violations occurring away from Seward County during the breaks will be imposed upon arrival at SCCC. Any prospective student that has violated any of these policies prior to commitment or enrollment will be ruled on by the Director of Athletics.
NJCAA RULES (TOBACCO AND EJECTIONS)
1. Student-Athletes are responsible to know all rules and regulations in their individual sport in regard to player conduct and dress.  
2. Ejection from any game is automatically reported to the NJCAA National Office and all students are required to be suspended from competition per NJCAA regulations:
a. First non-violent ejection you will be suspended from your next game.  Each additional ejection results in the suspension doubling
b. First violent ejection you will be suspended from your next two games.  A second violent ejection will result in suspension for the remainder of the year.
i. Examples of Violent Ejections: Physical Contact or attempt to make physical contact, Harassment or discriminatory language, leaving the bench area during an altercation.
c. Tobacco is banned in all NJCAA sports and any tobacco ejections count towards non-violent ejections.
	OTHER NOTES
1. Discipline handed down by the Head Coach of the offending student-athletes team may be greater than those outlined in this document.  
2. The outlined offences on this document are not all encumbering.  Other incidents may result in disciplinary measures if decided fit by the Head Coach, Athletics Director, and/or the President.    
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